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“Rebecca Hannon:
Jolie”

JewelersWerk Gaderse,

Washingroa, DX
June 22-July 19,2013

by Katja Toporski

Rebecea Hannon's show “Jolie™
JowelersWerk Gadecss is an

engaging synthesis of work

60 METALsMITM

de froms laminated Formica
ds and expe
a1 resulted fro

.

i

the Fronch
an island Hiva Oa.
s formidable educ
1 pedigree—with a BFA
from RISD a5d a DiplomMFA
from the Akademse in Mugich,
der & Fulbrigh
schalarship—msakes hera
dis
guage and artistic aims. Backed
by awareness of the histary of
common jewelry orms. such as
beads and secklices, bee goal
is simplification. attempting 1o
pey the exsence of the format
she warks in

A number of such neckl

or sure of her visual lan.

dimensioaality wi
assenshly of the b

cutous circles are flat
coloe s limited to whise. with &
darkened edge where the Liser
b

vancing this restrained formas,

s burned the material. Ad-

Hannon extends the chain in
the neckplece Leng White 1o 15
foet of white disks of varying
sizes, 2 length that requises the
assistance of another person
whess purting it an. This piece
transcends the idea of the

beaded necklace, taking it 1 &
1 resiniscent of the lndian
gury covered from head t toe
prayer beads.
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work wis de
three-month artist residency
i Hiva O, the island that

bears the graws of both
Jacqoes Brel and Paul Gauguin,
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aselier without a fully

ey studio forced
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52 body of
oped during her

anon

equipped
her to explare s
als such as paper and locally
available tapa elos
basic assembly techniques. She
describes her appraach to this
foeeign calture as difficult
but found entry poin
local tradition of using large
flow fragrant hair and
body adarnments and in the
abstracted geametric forms
al ware
ywd o6 the msen's skin
uck by the cleas gender

n of these decara
. she decided 1o switch
them in the work she parsued
nile on the Bland. Using the
geometric shapes of the tat-
T, she made arm and be

and to use

af trad
di

attoas

coverings for women cut out of

white paper, thus transform-
the somewhat menacing
impression of 1
3t clean b

with an unusual purpose. She
re<crvated white Tiard flowees
d assembled th

ring his mouth. A
per Hibiscus Bower
acted as & head cenament for

n of the

e women used i their
<coiffures
Back home in

ova Scotha.
d matecials msore
nsform
the pieces created on the
island: the paper-flawes beard
was remade with pare

the buge Hibiscus

5 as & parcelain
arnament on & chunky silver
the head-cove
design was transplanted into
pierced silvee carrings, and

the papes armculls becal
Tshirt exte designed
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from Tyvex.
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nple white

the circles of the beaded
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the negative space cut fram
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the artist's search for an
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jewelry world in

refreshing
way. The piece that best
sums up this juxtapesition
of male and femsale traits in
o0 & 2 secklace

ofa large butteetly cut fro
Carrara marble mounted on
indess stevl backing and
1 from & thick w
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An extraond
fled me

ary group of
« alwark was gives
the spotlight in The Metropali-
1an Muscum of Art's galleries
af the Arab Lands. Turkey, Ias,
Contral Asia. and Later South
Asia. Marshall and Marilyn R
Wolf recently donated to the
museum asare than 250 pieces
of Turkmsen silver jewelry and
decorative objects, dating fram
the ninetoenth and twentieh
2d forty-theve of
These objects were shown in
the Hagop Kevorkian Special
Exk lery. Although
aften categorized & ethnologi-
<al icans, they are appreci

centurie

wions

g Silver jewelry, believed
10 ward off evil and illnes
Was worn by men, woasen,
and especially children.

oung wamen were adoened

with shapes and materials
thought to

ure their ability
althy children
later in life. Jewelry inc od
bellishment as women
approsched marital age, but
once fertility was established,
the Jevel of feminine adorn.

ment decevased. [owelsy wis a
signific
ment and in cas
2 waman might
jeweley in arder o help her
i
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son was
cording to
principal mesalsmithing
techaigues of Teke. Yonut
and Kazakh Tackmen, Planas
truction and linear
designs were tras
textile and leatberwarking
arts 1o metalworks. Tec

red from

(ehiseling) and
mimicked granular
af silwe sheets were soldered

nipalated, as evident in
h smallscale roundels

and callar clasps and large

nerusted leather belts

vd by metalsmiths in
urban Teke worksbops.
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